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EFrom the 116th chlm;h

CAMP BEFORE PORT HUD‘:OX,;
. June 24, 1863.

Eprrors COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER:

.1 am considerably riled this afternoon, and
in consequence of this, and of the fact that no
movements have heen made since my last, 1
shall write you a very different letter from any
of my previous ones.

I have just seen alate N. Y. Herald, and in
it I see that Vallandigham has been nomina-
ted for Governor of Ohio. Is it because he is
arebel? Tam at aloss to understand. Now,
there are thousands of young men in the
. who have left splendid chances of suc-
cess in life—who have left home and friends,
and for what? To put down this rebellion.
When we see men, who can as well leave
their homes as we-—whose lives are no more

dear to them than ours, not only refusing to,

endanger their precious lives, hut putting
every obstacle in the way of our Government
that they can—when we see this, what do you
suppose we think? I can tell you what
1 think, and it is, that there is altogeth-
er too much freedom in our country.—
We have heard a great deal of Freedom of
Speech, and Freedom of the Press, and in
times of peace, it will all do well enough; but
in times of war, when the very existence of
this Freedom is at stake, can we not submit to
its curtailment in some measure, in order that
we may not lose it entirely?

What do you suppose we in the army have
done? We have submitted to the loss of this
freedom of speech entirely. Not a word of
praise or censure of the acts of our superiors
is permitted—and this, too, in addition to the
loss of every comfort of life. Cannot these
‘gtay-at-homes” submit to anything? Must
they be permitted to growl at this, or grumble
at that—to find fault with everything that our
government does? I hope not, Mr. Editor;
and I trust that should this man Vallandigham
ever return to Ghio, he may imprisoned, to say
the least, and I don’t know but a little hemp,
used in an approved manner, might have a
good effect. o

Another thihig that has excited my ire, is to
soe, quite often, in such papers as we get, that
“such a man attacked an enrolling officer while
in the discharge of his duty.” What do you
propose to do with such miscreants—men
who were ‘‘unable to enlist,” but who would,
as soon as their country really needed them,
fly to arms at once—men who delight to honor
a poor returned soldier, and who would share
ihoir last crust of bread with him. I tell you,
1 should like to be Provost Marshal of old Erie
C&mnt-y, and have the pleasure of sending to
the support of our army the hbroken-winded,
weak-kneed citizens of our glorious country,
who can vote, and talk, and wonder that our
rmics ave not more successful, but who prefer
‘attacking an enyolling officer” to helping us to
be successful, by attacking such places as Port
Hudson. Mr. Editor, their time is coming. So

e as the sun rises, just so sure are we of ul-
timately conquering these rebels, and then—
and then, whatwill be the place assigned these
brawlin gz, fault-inders? :
[ know-—you know; and if they don’t know,

=g

[

B T T B S N -




4
B

i

'; will willingly acknowledge it. TUntil that
L3
|

" hand again. We -are now confident of suc.

i,,_t

ney Wil then. 1 kpow, and could give the
nemes of men, old and young, in Buffalo, who.
wnless they change their tacticsj" will ever

regreb that they were born.  What an unenvia-

bie reputation has always been that of a
“tory.” What a name of reproach; and think
wou that “copperhead” will be any the more
desivable? I think not; and rather than suf-
fer the reproach that will surely attach to all
such ag in any way interfere in this war, I
would prefer to die tomorrow.

I would not have your readers think that I
nprove every act that onr Executive does, for
¥ know that to “‘err is human,” and therefore
do not expect everything to prove a success,
or all his acts to be without a fault. When|

hese fault-finders will show me a more hon-
J. or more well-intentioned man than Abra-

bam Lincoln, or will agree to furnish him

with better advigers-than now surround uiu,

time, let them epend their energy in support-
ing, instead of annoying those in authority—
in assisting, instead of assaulting enrolling
| officers; and if drafted, willingly shoulder
! their muskets, and pay us a visit. Then their
i continued boasting of ~‘suppmt” will really
- amount to something.
" Having nowrrelieved myself of my wrath, I
acknowledge that I feel much better. As I
have intimated, everything since our attack of
" the 14th inst., has remained as quiet as could
be expected, when two armies are so near each
i other as ours are. We are, nevertheless, at
vork digging ‘trenches, mounting guns and
on the right, I understand, they are mining
the works. - Another storming party is pow
I"organizing, and, Defore long, we shall try our

cess, and I hope and trust our confidence is
‘not misplaced.

I entirely omitted in my former communica-
tions to make any mention of the flag presented
to our regiment when we left Buffalo.. In the
fight of the 21st, one single bullet had the cour-

- reflections which might relate toit, and fill my sheet

1 of which your readers are doubtless aware of. We

| any duty whatever. His tasks have been very arduous
‘| daring all this time, and I think too much praise can-

age to enter its sacred folds. On the 2Tth
many more dared to do ‘so, and before it was
brought from the field, a shell struck it, tear-
ing it to pieces. This has not destroyed its
value to us, for we shall carry what remains of
it with a great deal of pride.

1 now desire to say a word in reference to
our late color-bearer, Sergeant Kern. Few
men are born with more courageous hearts
than beat within the breast of poor Kern. In
the fights of the 21st and 27th, no man was
more congpicuous than he, in bravely carrying
the flag of his country. He succeeded in get-
ting as near the works as almost any other one,
when he was singled out by some human devil,

and they see this, let me assure-them that he
fell as they would wish him to, with his face
to the foe, and with one single purpose, and
that was, to plant upon the walls of Port Hud-
son, that dearly loved emblem of Liberty, the
¢Star Spangled Banner.”

As events transpire, and the spirit moves, 1
shall take the liberty of addressing you again.

Yours, &e., ¢ C L

Froy 1 16
following frem @
known to ma

| service fmd our city honcr byt
| tions on the “tented ficl 4, are EOh(th
| with eager avidity, wea
|
i
i

| more than ordinary mtez eal

C 1167E, N. Y. V., New IBERIA, LA, 2
December 26, 1863.

i Ens. CowmercraL:—It is now some time since I

‘ have permitted myself the pleasure of writing you,

" for a reasen which you well know and which it would
hardly be prudent for me to mention, inasmuch as T
desire to remain n coy.

Nothing of importance has transpired since my last
ecmmunication, which, if I remember aright, was from
Donaldsonville.. Of our Sabine Pass expedition, ard
its glorious results, you have no doubt been made ac-
quainted, and from such stray Commercials as find
their way here, I see you have been kept posted in re-
gard to our march Texas-wards, so I will spare you any

with that which pertains solely to our‘tegiment.
Many, very many changes have taken place among
our officers since our Port Hudson experience, ‘most

have been deprived of Col. Love's services during this
and the Sabine Pass Expedition, which would have
been much more severely felt had we not feund our
new Major, Sizer, a trump in every particular; prompt
and energetic, he is quick to see and ready to perform

not be awarded him. -

A week ago tonight we were all gy much surprised
at the arrival ‘from the North of Li#ut. Col. Higgins,
and Lieut. Clark, both of whom, if we are to judge
from their ‘@ppearance, were well treated while with
you. You are no doubt aware of the object of their
visit North, and, I presume, equally so of their suc-
cess. We had hoped tu extend the right hand of fel-
lowship to ‘some 800 of our old Buffalo friends, but
Uncle Sam has - decided etherwise, and we must make
a virtue of necessi and submit with as good & grace
as may. be. )

Perhaps you would hLe to know how stronginnum_
bers the regiment is at present, and the number is so
largc in "comparison with regiments all around us,
that T-am only too happy to inform you.- The number
now borne on our rolls I am unable to give you ex-
acily, but think it not far from.600,;and the number
reported for duty every day, i F’ on duty
at Corps Headquarters, is abe his we con-
sider a'very good shew indeed,
in our Brigade, I should judg beir Dress Pa-
rades, could hardly muster 150 y i
health of the regiment is excellent, andl am sure were
we only of the number of those regiments which,hay-
ing served two years are permitted to re-enlist as vet-
eran volunteers nearly all would do so at once. The
fact i, Messrs. Ed:tors, we are soldiers now, and al-
though we often think of loved ones at home, are
much better contented with onrlot than we ever ex-
peeted to be. '

Well, yesterday was Christmas, that dear old holi-
day 8o dear to us all, and as it dawned upon our camp,
I could not keep my thoughts from wandering to old
Buffale, and picturing the scenes of happiness and joy
which I knew so well ng enacted in ‘many
happy homes, nor did I wish‘to interrupt my thoughts,

| and sent to his long home. If he has friends,

for 1love to dream of d all its endearmeuls,
and always find myself a’ man from their effects.
Many of our friends were wishing, I have no doubt,
that & portion of their bounty could be spread for their
soldier boys, and we wish it might have been, but
knowing how impossible it would be, we thank them
kindly, and “take the wish for the deed.” However,
the officers of our regiment, thinking, I presume, that-
Christmas came but once a year, determined, in coun-
cil assembled, to have a “dinner.” Accordingly, two
or three large tents were put up facing one another,
which, when‘all were thrown info one, made a large
hall of perhaps 100 feet in length. A long table was
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built through nearly its entire length, and the whole
interior decorated in the most approved style. A num-
ber of mottoes were painted and displayed zu'ouud the
walls; among which were, “Plain Store;”’ our first
fight, “Port Hudson;"” andln<t butnot leaqt “Remem-
ber Chapin.”

A most bountiful supply of the good things of earth,
consisting of ‘tirkeys, ducks, chickens, and a fineroast
pig, graced the table.

At its head, as Presidemt, wag seen “the beaming
countenance of Capt. James §. McGowan, supported
on his right by Col. Love and Major Sizer, and on his
left by Lieut.-Col. nggms and Dr. Hutchins. After
ample justice had been done to the edibles, the eloth
was removed (28 you at home would say, but inasmuch
as our cioth consisted of shelter tents, it was hardly
considered neceﬂsal Y), Capt Fexus announced thefirst

: regular toast—

Qur Country—May this bright constellation of stars
never be dimmed or broken.

Which wae responded to by Capt. McGowan inaneat
speech.. Next came—

The President of the United States. -

To which Col. Love reronded Then—

Om Army and Nayy—
was given, and Lieut Jacob C. Newton 1eplied

Our Friends at Home—
were next toasted in response to wblch Lleut Geo. N.
. Brown answered.. ‘And then followed—

To the memory of Brig.-Gen. Edward P. Chapin—
May 1l.lever be cherlshed by the oﬁlcels and men of
 the 116ih. .. .

To:which Lieut. OxtonS Clark rephed Lleut Wm.
- J. Morgan reaponded 16 the last regular toast, which
| was—

To our gallant Colonel, Geo. M. Love—May he :soon
see stars.

Intermingled with all this were" songs by our silver-
voiced Lieut. Woehnert, -and music by our-band, etc.
| The evening passed away most pleasantly, and all
were perfectly satisfied with our success.

We have remained here now over six weeks aud all
 feel anxious for a move of some kind, and from all we
| can-learn,our anxiety will; in all probability, soon be
I agorders ave expﬂcted befere many days to
‘' move to Franklin, some 30 milesnearer New Olleans,
| from which place you will next hear fromme.. In the
| meantnne, allow me to remain e s
Yours, etc., ¢ ¢ L

ComeA L ww el o

From the One Hundred and Sixteenth
; Regiment.

] AN APPEAL TO OUR CTTIZENS, FOR JUSTICE
1 ' 70 A BUFFALO BOY.

?iowmg touching appeal signed by all the offi-
rallant One Hundred and Sixteenth
cept Capt. Carpenter who is on
ira, N. Y. There is a melancholy
significance in the smallness of their number.
Battles and disease have made sad havoc
g { among our braye boys, and their services and
€1 sacrifices have given them a right to call upon
§ | us for justice. The veterans feel that they
¢ { have not been treated with equality of consid-
g
o

eration, in regard to their officers or recruits,
by ¢‘thefolks at home.”

-1 They are fearful that the hearts of our citi-
zens are not large enough to embrace all their
defenders in the field, and it is natural that
they should turn their eyes back to us with a
feeling, almost amounting to jealousy, toward,
any stranger who shall come belween them
and us, in that loving remembrance aud re-
ward, which they so much crave.

We have had reason to be very proud of our
diers, and we believe that the generous
action of our citizens will be found adequate
to that pride, and the rare deservings of all, |
whether they be on the Potomac, in front of.
Charleston, or in the far Southwest. Compar- \

i 1t glves us great pleasure to publish the fol-

isons, or preferences are odious at all times,
but especially when exercised toward our own
sons, and a generous chivalry will pr
to an exact' equality of treatment
adopted son. Holding ourselves entnely aloof
from that mn of the following
which ma, 'onstrued as invidious )
Dandy, we :‘commend it, and the" sub_]eef it
urges, to & rompt consideration, and act;cn
of our citizens;

- Caxe “EMORY,” FRANKLIN, I!A §
March 2 1864.
Editors Commercml Advertiser;

Having noticed in a copy of your va.luable
journal, a few days since, some resolutions
adopted by the Buffalo Board of Trade, calling
the attention of those in authority ‘o Col. Geo.
B. Dandy of the 100th N. Y. V., and praying
{for his nomination as & Brigadier-General,
we. must respectfully ask the attention of the
people of Buffalo to the following appeal, feel-
ing assured that their sense of justice will ac-
quit us of doing anything. more than our duty
to one for whom we have the highest regard.

We of course know nothing of Col. Dandy’s
fitness for the position sought for him by the
Board of Trade, nor do we'deem it necessary
that we should. One thing we do know, he is
not a Buffalo man, and therefore ought not to
receive as stich the appointment of a Brigadiet-
Gexferal especially while there ure those
equally as fit for the position, to say the least,
as he is, and who were born and reared i in old
Buffalo, and whose every -interest is identified
with it and its future propeérity.

What honor will it be to Buffalo, Messrs. Ed-

iters, that Colonel Dandy, a non-resident, and
in no wise ¢onnected with our city, receives
his commission as a Brigadier-General? We
look at this thing from another stand-point.
We ask the citizens of Buffalo if it is right that
George M. Love, a Buffal
ery inch of him, who le
battle, and to whom, with™
(Col. Chapin), belongs the credit of its present
high starding in this department, as one of
the best drilled, best disciplined regiments
here, should be overlooked?

He entered the ranks 43 a private in the 21st

New York volunteers; was made first sergeant
of Company D; then Sergeant-Major, which po-
sition he held until promoted to a first lieuten-
ancy in' Company A, 44th New York volun-
.1 teersy subsequently he received the eppoint-
" ment of captain in the same company and regi-
ment, and with them was engaged in the Pe-
ninsuia campaign, and in the seven days bat-
tles. On the organization of the 116th he was
commissioned as a Major, and his labors in
perfecting us in drill and discipline, while we
were unskilled in the art of war, and 50 mich
needed them, were second only to those of the
lamented Chapin.
. When Colonel Chapin was pldcsd in com-
.{ mand of our brigads, circumstances which it is
unne¢essaiy to mention, devolved the whole re-
sponsibility of the regiment on Colonel Love.
Of his military ability, we in the regiment
have had ample proof. His bravety in the
hour of battle, at Plain Store and Port Hudson,
has been shown to us in such a manner as fo
give all, both officers and men, the utmost con-
fidence in him, ‘ :

7y & soldler, ev-

peal ;
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